
Friday 2nd October 2026 Weekly

You will have received a letter from Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission this week as they are 

visiting Lambeth Local Education Authority as part of an inspection to look at arrangements for children 

and young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). If your child has SEND 

needs, Ofsted would like to hear your views about the support that you and your child get. The survey 

closes at 9am 6th October 2026. If you didn't receive the letter and would like to submit your views, the 

link to the questionnaire is below:

https://ofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk/p/AreaSend/10469510

Lambeth Local Area SEND Inspection

A young carer is a child or young person who helps to care for a family member or friend who has a

disability, long-term illness, mental health condition, or difficulties linked to addiction. Young carers often

take on additional responsibilities at home, which can sometimes impact their wellbeing, friendships, and

education. If you think your child may be a young carer, please contact the school so that we can

discuss how we can support them. Families can also access information, advice and support from

organisations such as:

Barnardo's Young Carers (https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/young-carers) and

Carers Trust (https://carers.org/getting-support-if-you-are-a-young-carer-or-young-adult-carer), both of

which provide guidance, practical support and opportunities for young carers to connect with others in

similar situations. You can also find support through Carers UK (https://www.carersuk.org/help-and-

advice/practical-support/support-for-young-carers) and your local authority's Young Carers Service. By

working together, we can ensure that every young carer receives the understanding and support they

need to thrive both at home and at school.

Young Carers

October is walk to school month. See if you

can have a go at some of these activities on

your walk to school. If you complete any of

these activities on your walk to school let your

teacher know so they can give you a dojo.

Walk to school month
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Date Events

Thursday 8th October Year 2 trip to Brockwell Greenhouse

Tuesday 13th October Parents Evening

Wednesday 14th October Parents Evening

Thursday 15th October Individual School photos 

Monday 19th October
Coffee morning- practical communication strategies for autistic 

children

Thursday 22nd October International Evening

Friday 23rd October Last day of term 1

Saturday 24th October-Sunday 

1st November
Half term

Monday 2nd November Staff INSET (pupils not in)

Tuesday 3rd November Pupils return for term 2

Wednesday 18th November Reception and Nursery open morning

Upcoming dates

Reading morning
Come and Share the Joy of Reading! We are delighted to invite parents and carers to join us in our

wonderful Malorie Blackman Library for a special opportunity to share a book and read alongside your

child.Our pupils absolutely love spending time in the library and are always excited to share their

favourite stories, discover new books, and show off the fantastic collection we have on offer. Reading

together is a great way to encourage a lifelong love of books, and we would love for as many families

as possible to join us. We look forward to welcoming you into our library and celebrating the joy of

reading together! See dates below:

Date Year Group

Thursday 8th   
October

Year 3 Attenborough

Thursday 15th 
October

Year 2 Rosen

Thursday 22nd 
October

Year 1  Bolt

Date Year Group

Thursday 5th 
November

Reception 

Nightingale 

Thursday 12th 
November

Nursery Nightingale

Thursday 19th 
November

Year 6 King

Thursday 26th 
November

Year 5 Parks

Thursday 3rd 
December

Year 4 Seacole

Thursday 10th 
December

Year 3 

Attenborough
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Year 2 have had another busy and exciting
week of learning! 🎨 🌳

In Art, the children continued exploring colour

mixing and followed instructions carefully to

create their own beautiful calming garden

pictures.

In Science, we have been learning about food

chains. The children enjoyed thinking about

what different animals eat and created their

own simple woodland food chains.

In English, we have started our new book,

WeõreGoing on a Monster Hunt . The children

have been developing their descriptive writing

by choosing interesting adjectives to describe

monsters and settings.

In Maths, we have been practising counting

forwards and backwards in 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s.

Please encourage your child to continue

practising these counting patterns at home.

You could challenge them by choosing a

number and seeing if they can continue the

pattern forwards and backwards!

Well done, Year 2, for another fantastic week
of learning! ⭐

Year 2 Rosen

Nursery Zephaniah
This week, we have enjoyed listening to the lovely

book I Like Myself! by Karen Beaumont in both

English and Spanish. We have been practising

speaking in full sentences using the phrase, “I like

my…”, with the children sharing what they like

about themselves. It has been wonderful to hear

their positive and thoughtful responses!

We also added some exciting, colourful spices to

our Mud Kitchen. The children had so much fun

exploring and mixing the different colours and

learning how to carefully measure out the spices

to create their own special recipes.

Year 1 Bolt
This week, we finally got to finish our book,

Send for a Superhero! We talked about the

twist ending and what our favourite parts of

the story were. We learnt about how

sentences need to start with a capital letter,

have finger spaces between words and end

with a full stop. We then created our very own

superhero to save the day which we named

Super Boltman. Finally, we wrote sentences

describing our brand-new superhero.

Nightingale Class have been very, very excited

this week as we have started our daily phonics

sessions! We have been getting to know Fred the

Frog, who helps us learn our phonics sounds and
supports us on our reading journey.

The children have been bringing home a new

phonics sound sheet each day so they can

practise at home with you. So far, we have
learned:

Å m – Maisy Mountain, Mountain

Å a – Apple

Å s – Snake

Å d – Dinosaur

Å t – Tower

Please continue to practise these sounds with

your child at home. It is really important to

encourage them to say the sound (for example,

"mmm" ) rather than the letter name ("em ").

Regular practice will help build their confidence
and support their early reading skills.

Thank you for your support. We are so proud of

how enthusiastically the children have embraced
phonics this week!

Reception Nightingale
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It is wonderful to see the Year 3 students developing important maths skills like estimating, ordering, and

comparing numbers up to 1000.

Exploring the human body is always an exciting topic, and understanding the function of the skeleton

and locating vital organs is a brilliant foundation for their Science learning.

Keep up the incredible hard work, Attenborough class!

Year 3 Attenborough

This week in Science, Year 5 explored what an

inventor is and discovered more about the

people behind everyday inventions, including

home security systems and traffic lights. The

children then investigated the properties of a

paper clip and worked in groups to create new

inventions. We had some fantastic ideas,

including a coat hook, pen holder and

decorative ornament. Each group then

presented their invention to the class,

explaining their idea and how it could be used.

It was wonderful to see their creativity,
teamwork and confidence!

Year 5 Parks
Year 4 have been doing lots of research on the

Empire Windrush this week using a range of

secondary sources to help us with our factual

reports. In History, we learnt all about the Roman

Army and how and why they were so powerful.

The class learnt some army commands in Latin.

We have been busy practicing our times tables to

improve our rapid recall of times tables facts. In

art, we explored tone using black and white to

add tints and shade. It has been a busy week!

Year 4 Seacole

Over the past three weeks, Curie Class have been exploring different tastes and textures during their Life

Skills lessons. The children began by investigating smooth yoghurt, before adding sticky honey in week

two and crunchy granola in week three.

Pupils worked hard to mix, describe and taste the different ingredients, learning new vocabulary such as

sweet, sour, crunchy, sticky and smooth . Through these sensory experiences, the children developed

their communication skills by expressing their preferences and describing what they could see, feel and

taste.

The sessions also provided valuable opportunities for pupils to explore and gradually build their tolerance

of a wider range of textures in a fun and supportive environment. We were delighted to see so many

children confidently engaging with new foods and sensory experiences. Well done, Curie Class.

ARB-Curie
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Maths at Crown Lane

This year at Crown Lane, we are having a big focus on times tables knowledge and fluency. Last week,

all pupils from Year 3 to Year 6 were given login details for Times Tables Rock Stars and everybody

should have logged in to practise by now. Here are some more details about the different modes of

play:

The "Garage" mode is tailored to your child's progress and strengths, so this is the setting recommended

for daily practise.

ÅThe only game mode without a timer, children choose the table and 
operation (× or ÷ or both) they want to practise. Answer 10, 20 or 30 

questions.

When should I encourage my child to use it?

Great for when starting to learn a times table, no time pressure so great for 

when your child is learning a new times table or any they find tricky.

ÅGig games last 5 minutes and contain up to 100 questions, which come in 

‘waves’, starting with the 10s, then the 2s, 5s, 3s, 4s, 8s, 6s, 7s, 9s, 11s and 

12s.

ÅGigs provide the child (and their teacher) with a simple measure of their 

current skills.

When should I encourage my child to use it?

Children can only play this 1 x a month so give them a space where they 

can really focus when completing it.

ÅPlayers are given a personalised set of 6 multiplication questions (and 

their matching division questions) in each round.

ÅThe questions they get keep adjusting to provide the best fit for every 

learner’s needs.

When should I encourage my child to use it?

This is the best game made for improving their recall while they’re still 

learning. It helps complete their heat map (see reverse sheet) which will 

allow you to see how well they are doing with each multiplication table.

ÅHere your child earns their Rock Status, which is based on their Studio 

Speed. The faster they are the better their status. Studio Speed is the 

average of their most recent 10 Studio games.

When should I encourage my child to use it?

When your child is confident in recalling the times table facts, helps them 

work on their speed which they will need for the MTC test.

ÅSoundcheck games ask 25 multiplication questions (up to 12×12), allowing 

6 seconds for each question.

ÅThis is the most similar format to the MTC test.

When should I encourage my child to use it?

When your child is confident in all their 12x12 tables this can be used once 

a day to check how close they can get to 25/25. Even if your child isn’t 

confident in all their tables it can be done from time to time to see if their 

scores are improving as they are learning all the other tables.



E-Safety
Managing Screen Time: Finding the Right Balance

Recent guidance highlighted by the Department for Education has renewed the focus on helping

children develop healthy digital habits. While technology brings many benefits, experts recognise the

importance of balancing screen use (phones, iPads, laptops) with sleep, physical activity, reading,

social interaction and family time.

As a general guide:

Å Under 2 years: Very limited screen use, except for video calls try to avoid screen time entirely.

Å 2-5 years: screen time should be limited to 1 hour a day, less if possible.

Å 5-11 years: Around 1-2 hours of screen time per day, less if possible.

Å Secondary-aged children: Agreed limits that allow time for sleep, exercise, homework and social

activities.

Rather than focusing only on the number of hours, it is important to consider howscreens are being

used. Active, creative uses such as research, learning, coding, drawing or creating content are far

more beneficial than long periods of passive scrolling or watching videos. At school, we carefully

manage screen use. Technology is used purposefully to support learning and is focused on active

engagement, collaboration and creativity rather than passive consumption. Pupils continue to spend

the majority of their day learning through discussion, reading, writing, practical experiences and

outdoor play. The attached Managing Screen Time poster from offers some excellent practical

suggestions, including creating tech-free zones, taking family screen breaks, parking devices

overnight, and modelling healthy habits as adults.

A few simple strategies at home can make a big difference:

Å Keep screens out of bedrooms overnight.

Å Agree screen-free times, such as during meals.

Å Encourage reading, outdoor play and hobbies.

Å Use device timers and parental controls where appropriate.

Å Talk regularly with children about their online activities.
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Mobile Phone Expectations for Year 5 & 6
Building on the positive impact of our current approach to mobile phone use, we have
introduced a clear and consistent expectation for pupils in Years 5 and 6. Pupils in Year 5 and Year
6 who independently walk to or from school may bring a basic ‘brick phone’ (non-smart, non-
internet-enabled device). These phones provide a simple way for children to stay in contact with
a trusted adult, without the risks associated with smartphones. As part of our school procedures, all
phones must be handed in at the start of the school day and will be securely stored, before being
returned to pupils at the end of the day. This ensures that devices are used appropriately and do
not interfere with learning or social time. This includes Smart wearables such as Smartwatches.
Why are we introducing this approach?
This policy is designed to support pupils’ wellbeing, safety, and focus. The benefits include:
Å Safer journeys to and from school while still allowing essential contact with family
Å Reduced distractions at the school gates and during the school day
Å Minimised risks linked to social media and online communication, including cyberbullying
Å Protection from inappropriate content and excessive screen time
Å Prevention of issues around photos or videos being taken without consent
Å Reduced risk of loss or theft of high-value devices
Å Encouragement of face-to-face interaction and positive social development
If you are unsure which type of phone is appropriate, we recommend the guidance from the
Smartphone Free Childhood campaign, which includes suggested devices for
children: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives Those children who are escorted
to and from school do not need to bring in a mobile device. We appreciate your support in
helping us maintain a safe, calm, and focused environment for all pupils

Mobile Phone Expectations

This week attendance champs are Year 3 Attenborough Class!

The school attendance target is 95%. Everyday counts!
A percentage of less than 90% means 20 days of lost
learning. That's 4 weeks of crucial knowledge and skills
lost which will form gaps in the child's learning.

Class Merit of the week Reader of the 
week

Writer of the week

Bolt Batu & Daniyal Dylan Ishaan

Rosen Nashla & Myla Noella-Mai Nadim

Attenborough Leah & Yusuf Nasir Jayden

Seacole Archer & Amari.F Abdurrahman Adela

Parks Noah & Derlin Sonia Axel

King Valery & Faith Asma Taylor

https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/service.svc/s/GetFileAttachment?id=AAMkADYzYWIyNzgyLTg4NTYtNGI5OC1iZDZhLTY3ODY5OWNiNmMzZgBGAAAAAAC6XtPTsNvWR6X%2BsgwfS%2FaxBwAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAAEMAAAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAALsAAABEgAQAOJuS7kO5TBFgw4jOYobDK0%3D&X-OWA-CANARY=nk2Bm69KPkS1ExTWwW5fLek1FpAIaNsI_vy2gqh1OtgAElwWlRYfljD2lnVsHCr_MDuDoZuo9u4.
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartphonefreechildhood.org%2Falternatives&data=05%7C02%7Cnmthompson%40crownlaneschool.co.uk%7C904b6115d0454d70d7c508dec2d73f3f%7C2cd07944c1914e068942778a29854a13%7C0%7C0%7C639162426967686731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1zyw0CSLOUCW9V53CFpcVbhor5ElrDVuDsXQloIl3Xg%3D&reserved=0


Community notices: Not endorsed by the school

Admissions
Crown Lane Reception and Nursery Open 
Days

Reception and Nursery 2027
Tuesday 10th November 9.15am
Wednesday 18th November 9.15am
Thursday 26th November 4.30pm

If you would like to attend one of our open 
mornings, please email 
admissions@crownlaneschool.co.uk
with your name, child’s name and contact 
details.
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mailto:admissions@crownlaneschool.co.uk


OPAL
OPAL continues at Crown lane this year aiming to have better and more creative

playtimes. This leads to children being more engaged in learning, improved
wellbeing, stronger social skills and a more positive school experience for everyone.

We Need Your Support!

A successful OPAL programme relies on the whole school community working

together. One of the most important ways families can help is by donating 'loose

parts'. These are everyday items that children can use creatively in their play, such as

pots, pans, tubing, crates, fabric, tyres, suitcases, guttering and many other safe,

reusable materials.

Play Means Getting Outdoors

An important part of OPAL is that children play outside in a wide range of weather

conditions. We want children to experience the joy of outdoor play, whatever the

weather. This means:

Å Every child must come to school with a coat.

Å In wetter months, wellies are strongly encouraged.

Å Children should expect to get muddy, wet and dirty as part of their play

experiences.

Getting muddy is not a sign that children have had a bad day. Quite the opposite! It

is often a sign that they have been exploring, creating, experimenting and fully

engaging in rich play experiences.








