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Message from the Executive headteacher Ms Palin

Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all our children and families as we

begin a new academic year at Crown Lane Primary School. I hope you have all

enjoyed the summer break and are feeling refreshed and ready for the exciting year

ahead.

We are really excited about the year ahead at Crown Lane, building on the many

successes from last year. There is so much to celebrate: a second year of sustained

improvement in pupil progress and outcomes across all key measures. This is a

testament to the hard work of our children, staff and the wider school community.

We are particularly proud of our Year 6 children, whose SATs results reflected the

excellent progress they have made during their time at Crown Lane. They leave us

with a strong academic foundation and the knowledge and skills to begin their

secondary school journey with confidence.

We are equally pleased with the achievements of our youngest learners in the Early

Years Foundation Stage. Children made excellent progress towards their Early

Learning Goals, ensuring they are well prepared for the next stage of their education

and setting them on a path towards future success.

One of the most rewarding aspects of our improvement journey is seeing the growing

reputation of Crown Lane Primary within the local community. We are absolutely

delighted that our reputation as an inclusive, caring and rapidly improving school has

resulted in our Reception class being full this year, with a waiting list of families eager

for their children to join the Crown Lane family.

As we start the year, I would like to thank our Head of School, Ms Broadbent, for

leading her dedicated team through two days of professional training in preparation

for the new academic year. Their commitment ensures that our children receive the

very best educational experience from day one.

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to Ms Wilinska, who joins us as our new

Assistant Headteacher and SENDCo. We are delighted to have her on board and I

am sure that you will make her feel very welcome as part of the Crown Lane

community.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. Together, we will ensure that

every child at Crown Lane is supported to thrive, achieve and enjoy their learning. I

look forward to another successful year working with you and celebrating the

achievements of our wonderful children.

Ms Palin

Executive Headteacher

Crown Lane Primary School
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I would like to invite parents and carers to
a Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
(SEND) Parent Drop-In Session.

📅 Monday 14th
🕘 9:00am - 11:00am
⏰ 20-minute individual appointments

This is a friendly opportunity to meet with me on
a one-to-one basis, ask any questions you may
have, share information about your child, and
discuss any SEND-related needs or support.

Whether you would like to introduce yourself,
share your thoughts, or raise any queries, I would
be delighted to meet with you.

📧 To book an appointment, please email the 

school office.

I look forward to meeting you and working 
together to support your child.

Izabela Wilinska
Assistant Head/SENDCO

Meet the teacher Date

Year 2 14th September

Year 1 15th September 

Reception 16th September

ARB 18th September

Date Events

Wednesday 16th September Y6 School journey parents meeting 3:30pm

Wednesday 23rd September OPAL parents stay and play 9am

Wednesday 30th September Year 6 School Journey

Thursday 1st October Year 2 trip to Brockwell Greenhouse

Thursday 15th October Individual School photos 

Year 6 School Journey Information Meeting

We would like to invite parents and carers

of children attending the Year 6 School

Journey (30th September to 2nd October)

to an information meeting on 16th

September at 3:30pm after school. This will

be an opportunity to find out more about

the trip, including travel and departure

arrangements, activities during the stay,

and what children will need to pack. There

will also be time to answer any questions

you may have and ensure everyone feels

fully prepared for this exciting experience.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Drop in session Reading morning

Year 6 School Journey
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Rosen Class have had a fantastic start to the

year. Together we wrote a class contract and the

children identified what would make a safe and

happy learning environment. They decided that

kindness, respect and teamwork would be

important skills and they have certainly

demonstrated these skills this week. They have

also produced some fantastic writing explaining

the life cycle of a chicken using fronted

adverbials. After learning about the Sikh festival

Vaisakhi the children used oil pastels to create a

colourful harvest scene.

They enjoyed identifying things that are living,

once living and never living in Science and we

had some thoughtful observations.

Year 2 Rosen

Nursery Zephaniah
It has been lovely to welcome everyone back

to Nursery! Our returning children have settled

back into our routines exceptionally well and

have been fantastic role models for our new

friends. They have been busy showing them

how to tidy up, where to find their favourite

toys and how we do things in Nursery.

Our new self-selection Art Area has been

incredibly popular, and the children are really

enjoying having the freedom to choose their

own activities. Playdough has been a firm

favourite, with lots of wonderful creating,

squashing, rolling and imaginative play taking

place!

A little reminder that all children should have a

change of clothing in their bags every day.

We do like to get messy and wet in Nursery,

particularly now that our exciting new mud

kitchen is open! We also encourage children

to wear comfortable, practical clothing and

shoes that are suitable for messy play, as we

don't want anyone to worry about their

favourite clothes getting muddy or ruined!

We want the children to be able to explore,

investigate and enjoy their play without

worrying about getting muddy.

Year 1 Bolt
It was wonderful to welcome the children

back to school this week; they seem to have

grown so much over the summer!

We are very excited to work with them this

year and look forward to all the exciting things

ahead of us and how much progress they will

make.

Mrs Hardy, Miss Leonie, Miss Telisha and Miss
Yvonne

We have had a wonderful start to the year in

Nightingale Class and are delighted to welcome

our new Reception children. While many of our

children have joined us from Nursery, we are also

excited to welcome several new families to our

school community.

This week has been all about settling in, saying

hello to old friends, making new friendships, and

getting to know the adults in our classroom, Ms

Caneda and Ms Emma. The children have

enjoyed exploring their new learning

environment, playing together, and beginning to

build relationships with their classmates.

Our new children are joining us gradually as part

of their transition into Reception and we are so

proud of how well they are settling in. We have

already shared lots of smiles, laughter, and

exciting learning experiences, and it has been

lovely to see the children's confidence grow

each day.

We are looking forward to a fantastic year of

learning, discovery, and fun together in

Nightingale Class!

Reception Nightingale
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Welcome to Attenborough Class update! We have had a fantastic start to the term and the children

have settled into the new routines of Key Stage 2 with incredible maturity and enthusiasm. Well done

Attenborough.

Year 3 Attenborough

It has been lovely to welcome the children

back to school after a well-deserved summer

break. We hope everyone enjoyed plenty of

time to rest, recharge and make some special

memories with family and friends. The children

have returned with lots of excitement and

enthusiasm for the year ahead. There were

plenty of smiles, stories and happy reunions as

we settled back into our classroom routines. We

are so excited to begin this new chapter

together and can’t wait to see all the

wonderful learning, friendships and

achievements that Year 5 will bring. Here’s to a

fantastic year ahead!

Year 5 Parks

King Class began their new history topic this week by investigating a mysterious vintage suitcase found at

a train station. By examining the clues inside, the children discovered the suitcase belonged to a

Windrush traveller. They explored the important reasons why they journeyed to Britain. The class also

stepped back into World War II to empathise with the fear and bravery of everyday people experiencing

the Blitz.

Year 6 King

Year Four have been impressive settling into their

new class. The class have demonstrated excellent

collaborative skills working together in groups

designing their visions of what makes a great class

and school community and environment. The

imagination shown in their creative designs and

oracy skills when presenting were fantastic. The

positivity, enthusiasm and respect shown by all

has been lovely start to the new academic

year. Year 4 have explored the faith of Hinduism

through art and the concept of light over

darkness. They enjoyed the story of Rama and

Sita. The class designed and painted Rangoli

designs.

Year 4 Seacole
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Curie Class have been exploring a variety of different textures during their cooking lessons. Pupils
have enjoyed mixing, stirring, squeezing and touching ingredients such as oats and wet mixtures,
helping them to become more familiar with different sensory experiences. These activities
support the development of tolerance towards a range of food textures in a fun and engaging
way. The pupils showed great curiosity as they investigated how ingredients changed when
mixed together and were encouraged to interact with new textures using their hands and
cooking tools. Well done, Curie Class, for being such enthusiastic explorers!

ARB-Curie

Inventor of the week
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OPAL
OPAL continues at Crown lane this year aiming to have better and more creative

playtimes. This leads to children being more engaged in learning, improved
wellbeing, stronger social skills and a more positive school experience for everyone.

We Need Your Support!

A successful OPAL programme relies on the whole school community working

together. One of the most important ways families can help is by donating 'loose

parts'. These are everyday items that children can use creatively in their play, such as

pots, pans, tubing, crates, fabric, tyres, suitcases, guttering and many other safe,

reusable materials.

Play Means Getting Outdoors

An important part of OPAL is that children play outside in a wide range of weather

conditions. We want children to experience the joy of outdoor play, whatever the

weather. This means:

Å Every child must come to school with a coat.

Å In wetter months, wellies are strongly encouraged.

Å Children should expect to get muddy, wet and dirty as part of their play

experiences.

Getting muddy is not a sign that children have had a bad day. Quite the opposite! It

is often a sign that they have been exploring, creating, experimenting and fully

engaging in rich play experiences.

Parent Information Meeting and Stay & Play Session

We would love parents and carers to join us for our special OPAL event. Wednesday

23rd September 9:00am-9:30am What is OPAL? A talk and presentation from our

school's OPAL Mentor explaining the programme, its benefits and how families can

support it. 9:30am-10:00am Stay and Play. Join your child outside and experience

OPAL playtime together. Your Entry Ticket! To help us build our collection of play

resources, every parent is asked to bring a 'loose part' donation as their entry ticket

to the event. Your contribution, no matter how big or small, will help enrich our

children's play experiences. Together, we can create exciting, imaginative and

memorable playtimes that will benefit every child. We look forward to welcoming

you on Wednesday 23rd September and continuing our OPAL journey together!



OPAL



Lunch Menu



E-Safety

Clubs

Each week in the Newsletter we have an E-Safety notice and advice for parents. Y5 & Y6 pupils
are now no longer allowed to bring in a 'Smart Phone' and if they need to, they can bring a non-
internet enabled phone or 'brick phone'. Pupils from Y5 to Y6 must hand their phones in on arrival,
and are handed back at the end of the school day as per school policy. Many pupils will have
devices at home and it is important to set parental controls. To start the school year we are
reminding parents about the importance of parental controls on devices. In the guide here, you
can see some general advice about parental controls. On our 'Online Safety Page' on the
school website, you can see advice and guides how to set up controls on different devices like
iPhones and SMART TV's. We would also like to remind parents about the different age ratings for
Apps and social media, see here. The school takes the position that no pupils under 16 years old
should be using social media and as such do not need these apps on their phones e.g. TikTok,
Snapchat, WhatsApp etc. This will also come into law soon as the government have confirmed
this ban. Furthermore, the school agrees with the campaign that pupils do not need SMART
phones until they are 16. One way of doing this is through eliminating smart phones for under 16s
and not giving younger children a smart phone but a 'brick' phone if they need it coming to and
from school independently from Year 5.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Year 1 - 6 Tennis 
Club

3:30-4:30pm
Cost £6 per session

Develop gross motor 
skills, hand/eye 

coordination. Build 
strength and agility.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Years 1-6 –
Cheerleading
3.30-4.30pm

Cost £7.50 per session
Learn a range of 
gymnastic skills, 

including 
coordination, balance 

and agility.

Please sign up via link 
below

https://zlh-
studios.classforkids

.io/info/39

Year 3 - 6 Music 
Band

3:30-4:30pm
Cost £4 per session

Learn to play Piano, 
Drums, Guitar/Ukuale or 
learn to sing as a band

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

School Football 
Team

3.30-4.30pm
Free

Aims to raise 
footballing ability, 

build character, train 
leaders in a positive 

and fun environment.

BY INVITATION 
ONLY

Years 1-6 Steel 
Pans

Cost 3.30-4.30pm
£4 per session

Commun Phoenix ity
Steelband's objectives 

are to provide 
enjoyment and 

increase confidence 
when playing the steel 

pans.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Years 3-6 Library 
Club

Cost 3.30-4.30pm
£4 per session

Enjoy our new library 
with some group 
reading sessions, 

reading activities and 
homework help.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Years 1-6 Art Club
Cost 3.30-4.30pm

£4 per session
Art club gives children 

the opportunity to 
explore their creativity 
in a fun and relaxed 

environment.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Years 1-4 Football
3.30-4.30pm

Cost £6 per session
Aims to raise 

footballing ability and 
build character in a 

positive and fun 
environment.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Sporting Champs: After School Club 3.25pm-6.00pm
Afterschool Club: £16.00

Early Stay and Play 3.25-4.30pm - cost £9.00
Late Stay and Play 4.30-6.00pm - cost £11.00

To access Sporting Champs, your children need to be registered online via this link: 

https://sportingchamps.classforkids.io/
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Mobile Phone Expectations for Year 5 & 6
Building on the positive impact of our current approach to mobile phone use, we have
introduced a clear and consistent expectation for pupils in Years 5 and 6. Pupils in Year 5 and Year
6 who independently walk to or from school may bring a basic ‘brick phone’ (non-smart, non-
internet-enabled device). These phones provide a simple way for children to stay in contact with
a trusted adult, without the risks associated with smartphones. As part of our school procedures, all
phones must be handed in at the start of the school day and will be securely stored, before being
returned to pupils at the end of the day. This ensures that devices are used appropriately and do
not interfere with learning or social time. This includes Smart wearables such as Smartwatches.
Why are we introducing this approach?
This policy is designed to support pupils’ wellbeing, safety, and focus. The benefits include:
Å Safer journeys to and from school while still allowing essential contact with family
Å Reduced distractions at the school gates and during the school day
Å Minimised risks linked to social media and online communication, including cyberbullying
Å Protection from inappropriate content and excessive screen time
Å Prevention of issues around photos or videos being taken without consent
Å Reduced risk of loss or theft of high-value devices
Å Encouragement of face-to-face interaction and positive social development
If you are unsure which type of phone is appropriate, we recommend the guidance from the
Smartphone Free Childhood campaign, which includes suggested devices for
children: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives Those children who are escorted
to and from school do not need to bring in a mobile device. We appreciate your support in
helping us maintain a safe, calm, and focused environment for all pupils

Mobile Phone Expectations

This week attendance champs are Year 1 Bolt Class!

The school attendance target is 95%. Everyday counts!
A percentage of less than 90% means 20 days of lost
learning. That's 4 weeks of crucial knowledge and skills
lost which will form gaps in the child's learning.

Class Merit of the week Reader of the 
week

Writer of the week

Bolt Musa & Abdi Batu Amaiyah

Rosen 
Nathaniel & 

Hibbah
Avrielle Taiyah

Attenborough Damien & Zayd Keyarna Yasein

Seacole Whole class Amari Lily

Parks 
Richmond & 

Novell
Ariyah Faizah

King Kayla & Elisha Anysia Zachary

https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/service.svc/s/GetFileAttachment?id=AAMkADYzYWIyNzgyLTg4NTYtNGI5OC1iZDZhLTY3ODY5OWNiNmMzZgBGAAAAAAC6XtPTsNvWR6X%2BsgwfS%2FaxBwAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAAEMAAAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAALsAAABEgAQAOJuS7kO5TBFgw4jOYobDK0%3D&X-OWA-CANARY=nk2Bm69KPkS1ExTWwW5fLek1FpAIaNsI_vy2gqh1OtgAElwWlRYfljD2lnVsHCr_MDuDoZuo9u4.
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartphonefreechildhood.org%2Falternatives&data=05%7C02%7Cnmthompson%40crownlaneschool.co.uk%7C904b6115d0454d70d7c508dec2d73f3f%7C2cd07944c1914e068942778a29854a13%7C0%7C0%7C639162426967686731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1zyw0CSLOUCW9V53CFpcVbhor5ElrDVuDsXQloIl3Xg%3D&reserved=0
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