
WeeklyFriday 18th September 2026

Date Events

Wednesday 23rd September OPAL parents stay and play 9am

Wednesday 30th September- Friday 
2nd October

Year 6 School Journey

Thursday 8th October Year 2 trip to Brockwell Greenhouse

Tuesday 13th October Parents Evening

Wednesday 14th October Parents Evening

Thursday 15th October Individual School photos 

Thursday 22nd October International Evening

Friday 23rd October Last day of term 1

Saturday 24th October-Sunday 
1st November

Half term

Monday 2nd November Staff INSET (pupils not in)

Tuesday 3rd November Pupils return for term 2

Upcoming dates

Message from Ms Broadbent (Head of School)
It has been fantastic to see the children so well settled into the new school year and

excited about learning across their new topic areas. There has been a real buzz

around school as children have been sharing their enthusiasm for the exciting

learning opportunities ahead. It has also been wonderful to hear so many children

talking enthusiastically about the extra-curricular activities that began this week, with

particular excitement around Art Club, Cheerleading and Library Club. Attending

after-school clubs provides children with valuable opportunities to develop new skills,

build confidence, pursue their interests and strengthen friendships beyond the

classroom.

A reminder that all children are warmly invited to attend our free Breakfast Club from

8.15am each morning. Children who attend are enjoying starting their day with

breakfast alongside friends and taking part in games and activities before lessons

begin. Finally, we are very much looking forward to welcoming families to our OPAL

Parent Stay and Play session at 9.00am on Wednesday. This is a wonderful opportunity

to find out more about how OPAL has enhanced play opportunities for children at

Crown Lane and to see it in action firsthand. We hope to see many of you there!
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In Art, the children have been exploring the
use of primary colours and discovering how to
create new colours through colour mixing.
They have enjoyed experimenting with a
range of tools to create different textures and
effects, showing creativity and confidence in
their artwork. In Science, the children have
been learning about the habitat of a tree. They
have investigated the different plants and
animals that depend on trees for shelter and
food, developing their understanding of how
living things thrive within a habitat. In English,
the children have produced some outstanding
writing while learning about the life cycle of a
frog. They have successfully used time
adverbials and conjunctions to sequence
events and explain each stage of the life cycle
clearly and effectively.

Year 2 Rosen

Nursery Zephaniah
It has been another lovely week in Nursery!
The children have settled beautifully into
their new routines and are beginning to
learn how to play cooperatively with their
new friends, as well as remembering how to
tidy up when we have finished playing.
This week, we have been learning to count
to 5 forwards and backwards and have
been busy drawing pictures of ourselves. We
have also been identifying and naming
different body parts through lots of singing
and actions to Head, Shoulders, Knees and
Toes.
Outside, the children have particularly
enjoyed making car tracks and building
ramps, exploring how the cars move and
what happens when we change the height
or direction of the ramps.
We would really appreciate your support in
helping your child to become more
independent at home. Encouraging them to
have a go at everyday tasks will help build
their confidence and self-care skills. Please
encourage your child to:
• Feed themselves at dinner time
• Put on and take off their own clothes
• Wash and dry their hands

independently
• Have a go at using the toilet

independently

Year 1 Bolt
This week, we have started reading our class
book in English lessons - 'Send for a
Superhero' by Michael Rosen. We predicted
what might happen in the story, used
adjectives and suffixes to describe the
villains and then make wanted posters
about them. We are now excited to see
which superheroes come to help and what
they do. In Maths, we have been focusing
on counting to 10, representing numbers to
10 and reading their name

We are continuing to welcome the newest
members of our class and are so proud of how
well everyone is settling into their new routines.
The children are beginning to build friendships,
explore their environment and grow in
confidence each day.
This week, we have been learning about our
feelings and exploring the Zones of Regulation.
We have been talking about different
emotions and discussing strategies that can
help us manage our feelings. The children have
particularly enjoyed exploring our new calming
zone, where they can take some quiet time,
relax, and use resources to help them regulate
their emotions.
We were also very excited to welcome our
brand-new mud kitchen this week! The children
couldn't wait to get stuck in, mixing, creating,
and serving up lots of wonderful mud pies and
imaginative recipes. It has already become a
favourite area for collaborative play, creativity,
and outdoor learning.

Reception Nightingale
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🌟 Attenborough have had another fantastic and busy week of learning in Year 3! The children are

settling beautifully into the routines of KS2 and showing a wonderful, independent attitude toward
their work.
📝 Home Learning & Reminders:

Daily Reading: Please encourage your child to read for 10 to 15 minutes each evening. Remember
to sign their reading record so they can collect their classroom rewards!
Times Tables: Our weekly Times Tables Rockstars battle is now live! Please log on at home to help
our class top the leaderboard and build vital recall skills.

Year 3 Attenborough

Year 5 have been thoroughly engaged in our
class text, Hidden Figures, learning about
segregation and the experiences of Black
people in America. The children have been
fascinated by the historical events and have
asked thoughtful questions about the
discrimination and inequality faced, as well
as the incredible achievements of those who
overcame significant barriers. They were
particularly surprised to discover that
enslaved African Americans played a major
role in the construction of the White House,
prompting us to reflect on whose stories are
often left out of the history we learn. In
writing, the children have imagined how one
of the main characters may have felt when
offered a job at NACA, exploring emotions
such as excitement, pride and nervousness. It
has been wonderful to see how deeply the
children are connecting with the characters
and responding to the historical events in the
book.

Year 5 Parks

This week, King Class successfully proved that light travels in a straight line! Using torchlight and three
pieces of cardboard with holes punched through the center, the students lined up the cards to let
the light pass straight through. When even one card was moved out of line, the light was instantly

blocked showing that light does not bend and travels in a straight line.

Year 6 King

This week Seacole have been busy in Maths

developing their understanding of place value,
the class have become good at using
resources to support and reflect the value of
numbers up to 10,000. We have been
practicing identifying, making and writing
larger numbers. In Science , the class had a lot
of fun exploring their own teeth by counting
them and identifying their molars, incisors and
canine teeth. They gave good explanations as
to the purpose of each type of tooth. We have
been busy practicing times tables and working
hard to becomemore fluent with them.

Year 4 Seacole
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This week in Curie Class, the children have been developing their understanding of shapes and
fractions through a range of practical, hands-on activities.
Some children have been learning about 2D shapes, including circles, squares and triangles.
They have been working on recognising and naming different shapes, matching shapes to the
correct labels, and sorting shapes according to their properties. The children enjoyed exploring
shape resources and discussing what makes each shape different.
As part of their learning, children also investigated shapes in everyday objects. They sorted
pictures of familiar items according to their shape, helping them to understand how
mathematical concepts can be found in the world around them. This supported the
development of their observation, reasoning and classification skills.
Other children have been extending their understanding of fractions. They explored the concept
of halves by carefully dividing shapes into two equal parts and matching pieces together.
Through practical activities, the children learnt that when a shape is halved, it is split into two
equal sections. This work has helped to build their understanding of early fraction concepts in a
meaningful and engaging way.
We are very proud of how enthusiastically the children have taken part in these activities and the
progress they are making in their mathematical learning

ARB-Curie

Maths at Crown Lane
This year at Crown Lane, we are having a big focus on times tables knowledge and fluency. 
From year 3 upwards, it is essential that all pupils are practising their times tables every day. It 
does not have to be for long, just 10 minutes per day will make an enormous difference to their 
recall speed and confidence.
All pupils from year 3 to year 6 have been given their login details for Times Tables Rock Stars this 
week. To log in, visit ttrockstars.com and click the "login" button at the top right.

Then follow the steps to login as a student at Crown Lane School:

Once you have logged in, your child can select "single player" and choose the "Garage" mode
to practise.
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OPAL
OPAL continues at Crown lane this year aiming to have better and more creative

playtimes. This leads to children being more engaged in learning, improved
wellbeing, stronger social skills and a more positive school experience for everyone.

We Need Your Support!

A successful OPAL programme relies on the whole school community working

together. One of the most important ways families can help is by donating 'loose

parts'. These are everyday items that children can use creatively in their play, such as

pots, pans, tubing, crates, fabric, tyres, suitcases, guttering and many other safe,

reusable materials.

Play Means Getting Outdoors

An important part of OPAL is that children play outside in a wide range of weather

conditions. We want children to experience the joy of outdoor play, whatever the

weather. This means:

• Every child must come to school with a coat.

• In wetter months, wellies are strongly encouraged.

• Children should expect to get muddy, wet and dirty as part of their play

experiences.

Getting muddy is not a sign that children have had a bad day. Quite the opposite! It

is often a sign that they have been exploring, creating, experimenting and fully

engaging in rich play experiences.

Parent Information Meeting and Stay & Play Session

We would love parents and carers to join us for our special OPAL event. Wednesday

23rd September 9:00am-9:30am What is OPAL? A talk and presentation from our

school's OPAL Mentor explaining the programme, its benefits and how families can

support it. 9:30am-10:00am Stay and Play. Join your child outside and experience

OPAL playtime together. Your Entry Ticket! To help us build our collection of play

resources, every parent is asked to bring a 'loose part' donation as their entry ticket

to the event. Your contribution, no matter how big or small, will help enrich our

children's play experiences. Together, we can create exciting, imaginative and

memorable playtimes that will benefit every child. We look forward to welcoming

you on Wednesday 23rd September and continuing our OPAL journey together!



OPAL



Lunch Menu

Date Year Group

Thursday 17th 
September

Year 6 King

Thursday 24th 
September

Year 5 Parks

Thursday 1st   
October

Year 4 Seacole

Thursday 8th   
October

Year 3 Attenborough

Thursday 15th 
October

Year 2 Rosen

Thursday 22nd 
October

Year 1  Bolt

Reading morning
Come and Share the Joy of Reading! We are delighted to invite parents and carers to join us
in our wonderful Malorie Blackman Library for a special opportunity to share a book and read
alongside your child.Our pupils absolutely love spending time in the library and are always
excited to share their favourite stories, discover new books, and show off the fantastic
collection we have on offer. Reading together is a great way to encourage a lifelong love of
books, and we would love for as many families as possible to join us. We look forward to
welcoming you into our library and celebrating the joy of reading together! See dates below:

Date Year Group

Thursday 5th 
November

Reception 

Nightingale 

Thursday 12th 
November

Nursery Nightingale

Thursday 19th 
November

Year 6 King

Thursday 26th 
November

Year 5 Parks

Thursday 3rd 
December

Year 4 Seacole

Thursday 10th 

December
Year 3 

Attenborough
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E-Safety

Clubs

Following on from last week's newsletter reminder about parental controls, smartphones and
age-appropriate apps, we would like to continue highlighting the importance of keeping

children safe online. As children settle into the new school year, now is a great opportunity
to review the devices, apps and games they are using. Recent online safety guidance for
children reminds us of the importance of protecting personal information online, using strong
passwords, managing screen time, being cautious when communicating with others online,
and knowing how to report inappropriate content or cyberbullying. Information from the
back to school guide here also highlights the importance of keeping online friendships
genuine, recognising fake news and speaking to a trusted adult if something online causes
concern. The school's Online Safety advice also encourages families to use parental
controls, monitor group chats and gaming activity, keep devices out of bedrooms overnight
where possible, set clear family digital rules and regularly talk to children about their online
lives. A simple conversation can often be the most effective online safety tool. Asking
children what they enjoy doing online, who they are talking to and what games they are
playing helps keep communication open and allows concerns to be addressed early. For

further guidance, including information about parental controls, age ratings, online gaming
and social media, please visit our Online Safety page: /Ǌƻǿƴ[ŀƴŜtǊƛƳŀǊȅ{ŎƘƻƻƭϧ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ
/ŜƴǘǊŜπhƴƭƛƴŜ{ŀŦŜǘȅπCƻǊtŀǊŜƴǘǎŀƴŘŎŀǊŜǊǎWorking together, parents and school can help

ensure that children enjoy the many benefits of technology while staying safe, responsible
and respectful online.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Year 1 - 6 Tennis 
Club

3:30-4:30pm
Cost £6 per session

Develop gross motor 
skills, hand/eye 

coordination. Build 
strength and agility.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Years 1-6 –
Cheerleading
3.30-4.30pm

Cost £7.50 per session
Learn a range of 
gymnastic skills, 

including 
coordination, balance 

and agility.

Please sign up via link 
below

https://zlh-
studios.classforkids

.io/info/39

Year 3 - 6 Music 
Band

3:30-4:30pm
Cost £4 per session

Learn to play Piano, 
Drums, Guitar/Ukuale or 
learn to sing as a band

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

School Football 
Team

3.30-4.30pm
Free

Aims to raise 
footballing ability, 

build character, train 
leaders in a positive 

and fun environment.

BY INVITATION 
ONLY

Years 1-6 Steel 
Pans

Cost 3.30-4.30pm
£4 per session

Commun Phoenix ity
Steelband's objectives 

are to provide 
enjoyment and 

increase confidence 
when playing the steel 

pans.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Years 3-6 Library 
Club

Cost 3.30-4.30pm
£4 per session

Enjoy our new library 
with some group 
reading sessions, 

reading activities and 
homework help.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Years 1-6 Art Club
Cost 3.30-4.30pm

£4 per session
Art club gives children 

the opportunity to 
explore their creativity 
in a fun and relaxed 

environment.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Years 1-4 Football
3.30-4.30pm

Cost £6 per session
Aims to raise 

footballing ability and 
build character in a 

positive and fun 
environment.

Please sign up via 
ParentPay

Sporting Champs: After School Club 3.25pm-6.00pm
Afterschool Club: £16.00

Early Stay and Play 3.25-4.30pm - cost £9.00
Late Stay and Play 4.30-6.00pm - cost £11.00

To access Sporting Champs, your children need to be registered online via this link: 

https://sportingchamps.classforkids.io/
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Mobile Phone Expectations for Year 5 & 6
Building on the positive impact of our current approach to mobile phone use, we have
introduced a clear and consistent expectation for pupils in Years 5 and 6. Pupils in Year 5 and Year
6 who independently walk to or from school may bring a basic ‘brick phone’ (non-smart, non-
internet-enabled device). These phones provide a simple way for children to stay in contact with
a trusted adult, without the risks associated with smartphones. As part of our school procedures, all
phones must be handed in at the start of the school day and will be securely stored, before being
returned to pupils at the end of the day. This ensures that devices are used appropriately and do
not interfere with learning or social time. This includes Smart wearables such as Smartwatches.
Why are we introducing this approach?
This policy is designed to support pupils’ wellbeing, safety, and focus. The benefits include:
• Safer journeys to and from school while still allowing essential contact with family
• Reduced distractions at the school gates and during the school day
• Minimised risks linked to social media and online communication, including cyberbullying
• Protection from inappropriate content and excessive screen time
• Prevention of issues around photos or videos being taken without consent
• Reduced risk of loss or theft of high-value devices
• Encouragement of face-to-face interaction and positive social development
If you are unsure which type of phone is appropriate, we recommend the guidance from the
Smartphone Free Childhood campaign, which includes suggested devices for
children: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives Those children who are escorted
to and from school do not need to bring in a mobile device. We appreciate your support in
helping us maintain a safe, calm, and focused environment for all pupils

Mobile Phone Expectations

This week attendance champs are Year 1 Bolt Class!

The school attendance target is 95%. Everyday counts!
A percentage of less than 90% means 20 days of lost
learning. That's 4 weeks of crucial knowledge and skills
lost which will form gaps in the child's learning.

Class Merit of the week Reader of the 
week

Writer of the week

Bolt Ahmed & Fahil Louisa Zion

Rosen Fayan & Acsa Amelia Noella-Mai

Attenborough Keke & Aila Leah Acelia-Mae

Seacole 
Muhammad & 

Abria
Archer Raiyan

Parks Niara & Jeziel Jacob Maisie-Rae

King 
Naraiyah-Lee & 

Rzayon
Sarai Shahana

https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/service.svc/s/GetFileAttachment?id=AAMkADYzYWIyNzgyLTg4NTYtNGI5OC1iZDZhLTY3ODY5OWNiNmMzZgBGAAAAAAC6XtPTsNvWR6X%2BsgwfS%2FaxBwAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAAEMAAAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAALsAAABEgAQAOJuS7kO5TBFgw4jOYobDK0%3D&X-OWA-CANARY=nk2Bm69KPkS1ExTWwW5fLek1FpAIaNsI_vy2gqh1OtgAElwWlRYfljD2lnVsHCr_MDuDoZuo9u4.
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartphonefreechildhood.org%2Falternatives&data=05%7C02%7Cnmthompson%40crownlaneschool.co.uk%7C904b6115d0454d70d7c508dec2d73f3f%7C2cd07944c1914e068942778a29854a13%7C0%7C0%7C639162426967686731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1zyw0CSLOUCW9V53CFpcVbhor5ElrDVuDsXQloIl3Xg%3D&reserved=0
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