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It has been another busy and exciting week at Crown Lane. On Monday, our School Improvement

Advisor visited and was impressed by how well the children have settled into their new classes and

how fully engaged they were in their learning. He also enjoyed meeting our Head Boy and Head

Girl, along with our Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl, who spoke enthusiastically and
positively about their experiences at Crown Lane.

On Wednesday morning, it was fantastic to welcome so many parents and carers to our OPAL

Stay and Play session. Families enjoyed hearing from Bethan, our OPAL Mentor, and Mr Meredith,

Deputy Headteacher, about the value of the OPAL programme. We received many positive

comments about the provision and how wonderful it was to see OPAL in action. Play is such an

important part of children's learning and development, and we are proud to make it a priority at
Crown Lane.

Looking ahead, we are delighted to invite families to our ‘All Join In’ session on Monday 28th

September from 3.25pm to 4.00pm. The back playground will be open for parents and carers to

stay and play with their children after school. This will also provide an opportunity to meet and

chat with me and Ms Wilinska, our new Assistant Headteacher and SENDCo. Please note that
children must be accompanied by a parent or carer throughout the session.

Finally, please save the date for our International Evening on Thursday 22nd October. This is always

a highlight of the school calendar and a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the rich diversity of
our school community.

Wishing you a wonderful week ahead.

Ms Broadbent

Head of School

Message from the Head of School Ms Broadbent

A young carer is a child or young person who helps to care for a family member or friend who has

a disability, long-term illness, mental health condition, or difficulties linked to addiction. Young

carers often take on additional responsibilities at home, which can sometimes impact their

wellbeing, friendships, and education. If you think your child may be a young carer, please

contact the school so that we can discuss how we can support them. Families can also access

information, advice and support from organisations such as:

Barnardo's Young Carers (https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/young-carers) and

Carers Trust (https://carers.org/getting-support-if-you-are-a-young-carer-or-young-adult-carer),

both of which provide guidance, practical support and opportunities for young carers to connect

with others in similar situations. You can also find support through Carers UK

(https://www.carersuk.org/help-and-advice/practical-support/support-for-young-carers) and your

local authority's Young Carers Service. By working together, we can ensure that every young carer

receives the understanding and support they need to thrive both at home and at school.

Young Carers
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Date Events

Monday 28th September All join in play session 3:30-4:00pm

Wednesday 30th September- Friday 2nd 

October
Year 6 School Journey

Thursday 8th October Year 2 trip to Brockwell Greenhouse

Tuesday 13th October Parents Evening

Wednesday 14th October Parents Evening

Thursday 15th October Individual School photos 

Thursday 22nd October International Evening

Friday 23rd October Last day of term 1

Saturday 24th October-Sunday 

1st November
Half term

Monday 2nd November Staff INSET (pupils not in)

Tuesday 3rd November Pupils return for term 2

Upcoming dates

Reading morning
Come and Share the Joy of Reading! We are delighted to invite parents and carers to join us in our

wonderful Malorie Blackman Library for a special opportunity to share a book and read alongside your

child.Our pupils absolutely love spending time in the library and are always excited to share their

favourite stories, discover new books, and show off the fantastic collection we have on offer. Reading

together is a great way to encourage a lifelong love of books, and we would love for as many families

as possible to join us. We look forward to welcoming you into our library and celebrating the joy of

reading together! See dates below:

Date Year Group

Thursday 1st   

October
Year 4 Seacole

Thursday 8th   

October
Year 3 Attenborough

Thursday 15th 

October
Year 2 Rosen

Thursday 22nd 

October
Year 1  Bolt

Date Year Group

Thursday 5th 

November
Reception 

Nightingale 

Thursday 12th 

November
Nursery Nightingale

Thursday 19th 

November
Year 6 King

Thursday 26th 

November
Year 5 Parks

Thursday 3rd 

December
Year 4 Seacole

Thursday 10th 

December
Year 3 

Attenborough
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Year 2 have produced some lovely writing this

week as they retold the story Tadpole’s Promise.

Ask your child to tell you the story and see how

much they can remember! In Science, the

children explored a woody habitat, investigating

the different living things that can be found there

and learning more about the natural world

around them. In Art, they continued their work on

colour mixing, discovering how primary colours

can be combined to create secondary colours.

The children have also enjoyed learning about

the inspiring life and achievements of Mary

Seacole.

Year 2 Rosen

Nursery Zephaniah
Please could we ask that all items of your

child’s uniform are clearly named. This helps us

to make sure that any misplaced items can be

returned to their owners.

This week, we have been reading From Head

to Toe by Eric Carle. The children have really

enjoyed learning and copying the movements

of each of the animals. We then drew our own

animal pictures and made observations about

what we had noticed. Look at Zayla's pink cat,

Aisha's playful giraffe and Sabrina's Buffalo

with it's big head!

The children have also been very excited to

take part in our Clean Teams in class. They are

developing their independence by making

choices about activities and taking

responsibility for tidying away when they have

finished.

We hope you will continue to encourage your

child to develop their independence at home

too, by giving them opportunities to make

choices, help with simple tasks and tidy away

their belongings.

Well done, everyone, for another lovely week

of learning!

Year 1 Bolt
This week, we learnt about our 'Personal

Bubbles' and how to say no to someone if they

enter out bubbles uninvited.

In Art, we started our unit on Painting and

mixed media called Colour Splash! We learnt

about different types brushstrokes and painted

a piece inspired by the artist Alma Thomas.

A big thank you to all the parents who joined us

for our 'Meet the Teacher' meeting on Tuesday

morning. It was wonderful to see so many of you

again and to have the opportunity to share

information about the year ahead.

If you have not already done so, please

remember to sign up for Tapestry so that we can

share your child's achievements, learning

experiences, and special "wow" moments with

you throughout the year.

We are also delighted to announce that

Reception children will be bringing home their

gifted book bags this week. Please ensure that

these are brought into school every day. The

reading-for-pleasure book that your child

chooses is for you to enjoy and share together at

home, helping to foster a love of reading.

We would also appreciate it if you could

remember to write comments in your child's

reading record when you have shared a book

together. We love hearing about the books the

children are enjoying at home.

Thank you for your continued support. We look

forward to another fantastic week of learning!

Reception Nightingale
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This week, Attenborough have been stepping back in time! We have been working hard to write

creative diary entries from the perspective of a Stone Age boy. The children did a wonderful job adding

powerful descriptions to bring their prehistoric adventures to life on the page. In maths, we have been

tackling challenging place value concepts. The children have shown fantastic perseverance when

finding 1, 10, and 100 more or less than a given number. We will keep practicing these skills in class to

ensure everyone fully understands place value.

🎸 Home Learning Spotlight: TT Rockstarz!

⚡ Daily Practice: Please remember to log into Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRockstarz) daily. Regular

practice is the absolute best way to build mathematical confidence, quick recall, and earn points for

the class leaderboard!

Thank you for your continued support!

Year 3 Attenborough

It has been wonderful to see how well the

children have been working together in Year 5.

They have shown great enthusiasm,

cooperation and resilience when working with

their classmates, and it has been lovely to see

them supporting and encouraging one

another during lessons.

We have been working with numbers up to

1,000,000, developing our understanding of

place value and learning how to read and

write numbers up to one million.

The children have particularly impressed me

with their ability to explain their mathematical

thinking. Rather than simply finding an answer,

they have been encouraged to explain how

they know their answer is correct, using

examples, mathematical vocabulary and clear

reasoning.

Year 5 Parks

King Class linked their artistic and RE skills when learning about the Buddhist lotus flower and its

importance to the Buddhist faith. Click here to listen to the story.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dz9wFrlKF7Q

Year 6 King

Year Four demonstrated excellent debating skills

when representing two sides of the Iceni Tribe to

say why and why not the Romans should invade

Britain. The children stated their arguments with

clarity, depth of understanding and enthusiasm.

We have begun looking at the book, 'My Granny

Came Here On The Empire Windrush', they

enjoyed finding an old suitcase with passports,

tickets and other clues about the journey and

where the ship sailed from. Using modal verbs, the

class asked and answered questions and

predicted what the clues represented. The class

are now starting to learn about the Empire

Windrush and the people that travelled on the
ship to help them write a factual reportΦ

Year 4 Seacole
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This week, some of the children in Curie Class have been exploring body parts and action verbs

through our class text, From Head to Toe by Eric Carle.

The children enjoyed acting out a range of action verbs from the story, using different parts of their

bodies to copy movements such as kicking, clapping and jumping. They then worked hard to create

simple sentences using these action words, helping to develop their vocabulary and early literacy

skills.

To extend their learning, the children designed and made their own movable people using split pins.

By attaching the arms and legs with split pins, they were able to move the limbs and demonstrate

different actions from the story. This practical activity helped the children make links between body

parts, movement and language in a fun and engaging way.

In Life Skills this week, the children have been exploring a wider range of textures through sensory play

activities. Using yoghurt, the children created different mixtures, enjoying opportunities to touch, mix,

stir and investigate the changing textures.

For some children who find certain textures challenging, this provided a fun, low-pressure way to

begin exploring new sensory experiences. The activity encouraged curiosity, supported sensory

development and helped children build confidence when interacting with unfamiliar materials.

ARB-Curie
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OPAL
OPAL continues at Crown lane this year aiming to have better and more creative

playtimes. This leads to children being more engaged in learning, improved
wellbeing, stronger social skills and a more positive school experience for everyone.

We Need Your Support!

A successful OPAL programme relies on the whole school community working

together. One of the most important ways families can help is by donating 'loose

parts'. These are everyday items that children can use creatively in their play, such as

pots, pans, tubing, crates, fabric, tyres, suitcases, guttering and many other safe,

reusable materials.

Play Means Getting Outdoors

An important part of OPAL is that children play outside in a wide range of weather

conditions. We want children to experience the joy of outdoor play, whatever the

weather. This means:

Å Every child must come to school with a coat.

Å In wetter months, wellies are strongly encouraged.

Å Children should expect to get muddy, wet and dirty as part of their play

experiences.

Getting muddy is not a sign that children have had a bad day. Quite the opposite! It

is often a sign that they have been exploring, creating, experimenting and fully

engaging in rich play experiences.



E-Safety

Clubs

In our E-Safety section this week we are relooking at Discord. Discord is a hugely popular

communication platform where young people can chat, play games and join communities

built around shared interests. The guide here explores some of the risks that can come with

using it, including contact with strangers, inappropriate content, harassment and the

potential for gaming and socialising to become a distraction from everyday life. The guide

also offers practical advice for parents and educators, from using Discord’s Family Centre

and checking privacy settings to talking openly about suspicious behaviour and reviewing

spending controls. It also encourages families to agree on clear expectations around screen

time, helping young people enjoy the platform while making safer and more informed
choices online. Remember to check the website for more advice and guides to apps.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Year 1 - 6 Tennis 

Club
3:30-4:30pm

Cost £6 per session
Develop gross motor 

skills, hand/eye 

coordination. Build 

strength and agility.

Please sign up via 

ParentPay

Years 1-6 –

Cheerleading

3.30-4.30pm

Cost £7.50 per session
Learn a range of 

gymnastic skills, 

including 

coordination, balance 

and agility.

Please sign up via link 

below

https://zlh-
studios.classforkids

.io/info/39

Year 3 - 6 Music 
Band

3:30-4:30pm

Cost £4 per session

Learn to play Piano, 

Drums, Guitar/Ukuale or 
learn to sing as a band

Please sign up via 

ParentPay

School Football 

Team
3.30-4.30pm

Free
Aims to raise 

footballing ability, 

build character, train 

leaders in a positive 

and fun environment.

BY INVITATION 

ONLY

Years 1-6 Steel 

Pans
Cost 3.30-4.30pm

£4 per session
Commun Phoenix ity

Steelband's objectives 

are to provide 

enjoyment and 

increase confidence 

when playing the steel 

pans.

Please sign up via 

ParentPay

Years 3-6 Library 

Club
Cost 3.30-4.30pm

£4 per session
Enjoy our new library 

with some group 

reading sessions, 

reading activities and 

homework help.

Please sign up via 

ParentPay

Years 1-6 Art Club
Cost 3.30-4.30pm

£4 per session
Art club gives children 

the opportunity to 

explore their creativity 

in a fun and relaxed 

environment.

Please sign up via 

ParentPay

Years 1-4 Football
3.30-4.30pm

Cost £6 per session
Aims to raise 

footballing ability and 

build character in a 

positive and fun 

environment.

Please sign up via 

ParentPay

Sporting Champs: After School Club 3.25pm-6.00pm
Afterschool Club: £16.00

Early Stay and Play 3.25-4.30pm - cost £9.00

Late Stay and Play 4.30-6.00pm - cost £11.00

To access Sporting Champs, your children need to be registered online via this link: 

https://sportingchamps.classforkids.io/
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Mobile Phone Expectations for Year 5 & 6

Building on the positive impact of our current approach to mobile phone use, we have

introduced a clear and consistent expectation for pupils in Years 5 and 6. Pupils in Year 5 and Year

6 who independently walk to or from school may bring a basic ‘brick phone’ (non-smart, non-

internet-enabled device). These phones provide a simple way for children to stay in contact with

a trusted adult, without the risks associated with smartphones. As part of our school procedures, all

phones must be handed in at the start of the school day and will be securely stored, before being

returned to pupils at the end of the day. This ensures that devices are used appropriately and do

not interfere with learning or social time. This includes Smart wearables such as Smartwatches.

Why are we introducing this approach?

This policy is designed to support pupils’ wellbeing, safety, and focus. The benefits include:

Å Safer journeys to and from school while still allowing essential contact with family

Å Reduced distractions at the school gates and during the school day

Å Minimised risks linked to social media and online communication, including cyberbullying

Å Protection from inappropriate content and excessive screen time

Å Prevention of issues around photos or videos being taken without consent

Å Reduced risk of loss or theft of high-value devices

Å Encouragement of face-to-face interaction and positive social development

If you are unsure which type of phone is appropriate, we recommend the guidance from the

Smartphone Free Childhood campaign, which includes suggested devices for

children: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives Those children who are escorted

to and from school do not need to bring in a mobile device. We appreciate your support in

helping us maintain a safe, calm, and focused environment for all pupils

Mobile Phone Expectations

This week attendance champs are Year 1 Bolt Class!

The school attendance target is 95%. Everyday counts!
A percentage of less than 90% means 20 days of lost

learning. That's 4 weeks of crucial knowledge and skills

lost which will form gaps in the child's learning.

Class Merit of the week Reader of the 

week

Writer of the week

Bolt Hassan & Harris Karnelo Nylah

Rosen Taher & Zamirah Mustfa Amelia

Attenborough 
Piraiyaalan & 

Prabnoor
Isaac Yasein

Seacole 
Abdurrahman & 

Faiza
Malik Efi

Parks Finley & Edgar Kassidy Nuriel

King Leen & Amin Bella Kimoya

https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/service.svc/s/GetFileAttachment?id=AAMkADYzYWIyNzgyLTg4NTYtNGI5OC1iZDZhLTY3ODY5OWNiNmMzZgBGAAAAAAC6XtPTsNvWR6X%2BsgwfS%2FaxBwAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAAEMAAAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAALsAAABEgAQAOJuS7kO5TBFgw4jOYobDK0%3D&X-OWA-CANARY=nk2Bm69KPkS1ExTWwW5fLek1FpAIaNsI_vy2gqh1OtgAElwWlRYfljD2lnVsHCr_MDuDoZuo9u4.
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartphonefreechildhood.org%2Falternatives&data=05%7C02%7Cnmthompson%40crownlaneschool.co.uk%7C904b6115d0454d70d7c508dec2d73f3f%7C2cd07944c1914e068942778a29854a13%7C0%7C0%7C639162426967686731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1zyw0CSLOUCW9V53CFpcVbhor5ElrDVuDsXQloIl3Xg%3D&reserved=0











