®, Crown Lane Primary School

Friday 25th September 2026

Message from the Head of School Ms Broadbent

It has been another busy and exciting week at Crown Lane. On Monday, our School Improvement
Advisor visited and was impressed by how well the children have seftled into their new classes and
how fully engaged they were in their learning. He also enjoyed meeting our Head Boy and Head
Girl, along with our Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl, who spoke enthusiastically and
positively about their experiences at Crown Lane.

On Wednesday morning, it was fantastic to welcome so many parents and carers to our OPAL
Stay and Play session. Families enjoyed hearing from Bethan, our OPAL Mentor, and Mr Meredith,
Deputy Headteacher, about the value of the OPAL programme. We received many positive
comments about the provision and how wonderful it was fo see OPAL in action. Play is such an
important part of children's learning and development, and we are proud to make it a priority at
Crown Lane.

Looking ahead, we are delighted to invite families to our ‘All Join In’ session on Monday 28th
September from 3.25pm to 4.00pm. The back playground will be open for parents and carers to
stay and play with their children after school. This will also provide an opportunity to meet and
chat with me and Ms Wilinska, our new Assistant Headteacher and SENDCo. Please note that
children must be accompanied by a parent or carer throughout the session.

Finally, please save the date for our International Evening on Thursday 22nd October. This is always
a highlight of the school calendar and a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the rich diversity of
our school community.

Wishing you a wonderful week ahead.

Ms Broadbent
Head of School

A young carer is a child or young person who helps to care for a family member or friend who has
a disability, long-term iliness, mental health condition, or difficulties linked to addiction. Young
carers often take on additional responsibilities at home, which can sometimes impact their
wellbeing, friendships, and education. If you think your child may be a young carer, please
contact the school so that we can discuss how we can support them. Families can also access
information, advice and support from organisations such as:

Barnardo's Young Carers (hitps://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/young-carers) and

Carers Trust (https://carers.org/getting-support-if-you-are-a-young-carer-or-young-adult-carer),
both of which provide guidance, practical support and opportunities for young carers to connect
with others in similar situations. You can also find support through Carers UK
(hitps://www.carersuk.org/help-and-advice/practical-support/support-for-young-carers) and your
local authority's Young Carers Service. By working together, we can ensure that every young carer
receives the understanding and support they need to thrive both at home and at school.
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Date

Thursday 1st
October

Reading morning

Come and Share the Joy of Reading! We are delighted to invite parents and carers to join us in our
wonderful Malorie Blackman Library for a special opportunity to share a book and read alongside your
child.Our pupils absolutely love spending time in the library and are always excited to share their
favourite stories, discover new books, and show off the fantastic collection we have on offer. Reading
together is a great way to encourage a lifelong love of books, and we would love for as many families
as possible to join us. We look forward to welcoming you into our library and celebrating the joy of
reading together! See dates bel

OoW:

Year Group

Year 4 Seacole

Date Year Group

Thursday 8th
October

Year 3 Aftenborough

Thursday 15th
October

Year 2 Rosen

Thursday 22nd
October

Year 1 Bolt

Monday 28th September

Thursday 5th Reception
November Nightingale

Thursday 12th s
e Nursery Nightingale

Thursday 19th .
Nmra o Year 6 King

Thursday 2éth vear 5 Parks
November

M7 £ Year 4 Seacole
December

Thursday 10th Year 3
December Attenborough

Upcoming dates

Events

All join in play session 3:30-4:00pm

October

Wednesday 30th September- Friday 2nd

Year 6 School Journey

Thursday 8th October

Year 2 trip to Brockwell Greenhouse

Tuesday 13th October

Parents Evening

Wednesday 14th October

Parents Evening

Thursday 15th October

Individual School photos

Thursday 22nd October

International Evening

Friday 23rd October

Last day of term 1

1st November

Saturday 24th October-Sunday

Half term

Monday 2nd November

Staff INSET (pupils not in)

Tuesday 3rd November

Pupils return for term 2
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Year 1 Bolt

This week, we learnt about our 'Personal
Bubbles' and how fo say no to someone if they
enter out bubbles uninvited.

In Art, we started our unit on Painting and
mixed media called Colour Splash! We learnt
about different types brushstrokes and painted
a piece inspired by the artist Alma Thomas.

Please could we ask that all items of your
child’s uniform are clearly named. This helps us
to make sure that any misplaced items can be
returned to their owners.

This week, we have been reading From Head
to Toe by Eric Carle. The children have really
enjoyed learning and copying the movements
of each of the animals. We then drew our own
animal pictures and made observations about
what we had noficed. Look at Zayla's pink cat,
Aisha's playful giraffe and Sabrina's Buffalo
with it's big head!

The children have also been very excited to
take part in our Clean Teams in class. They are
developing their independence by making
choices about  activiies and  taking
responsibility for tfidying away when they have
finished.

We hope you will continue to encourage your
child to develop their independence at home
too, by giving them opportunities to make
choices, help with simple tasks and fidy away
their belongings.

Well done, everyone, for another lovely week
of learning!

Nursery Zephaniah

Reception Nightingale

A big thank you to all the parents who joined us
for our 'Meet the Teacher' meeting on Tuesday
morning. It was wonderful to see so many of you
again and to have the opportunity to share
information about the year ahead.

If you have not already done so, please
remember to sign up for Tapestry so that we can
share your child's achievements, learning
experiences, and special "'wow" moments with
you throughout the year.

We are also delighted to announce that
Reception children will be bringing home their
giffed book bags this week. Please ensure that
these are brought info school every day. The
reading-for-pleasure  book that your child
chooses is for you to enjoy and share together at
home, helping to foster a love of reading.

We would also appreciate it if you could
remember to write comments in your child's
reading record when you have shared a book
together. We love hearing about the books the
children are enjoying at home.

Thank you for your continued support. We look

forward to another fantastic week of learning!

Year 2 Rosen

Year 2 have produced some lovely writing this
week as they retold the story Tadpole's Promise.
Ask your child to tell you the story and see how
much they can remember! In Science, the
children explored a woody habitat, investigating
the different living things that can be found there
and learning more about the natural world
around them. In Art, they continued their work on
colour mixing, discovering how primary colours
can be combined to create secondary colours.
The children have also enjoyed learning about
the inspiring life and achievements of Mary
Seacole.

0
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Year 4 Seacole

Year Four demonstrated excellent debating skills
when representing two sides of the Iceni Tribe to
say why and why not the Romans should invade
Britain. The children stated their arguments with
clarity, depth of understanding and enthusiasm.
We have begun looking at the book, 'My Granny
Came Here On The Empire Windrush', they
enjoyed finding an old suitcase with passports,
fickets and other clues about the journey and
where the ship sailed from. Using modal verbs, the
class asked and answered questions and
predicted what the clues represented. The class
are now starting fo learn about the Empire
Windrush and the people that fravelled on the
ship to help them write a factual report®

EMPIRE
WINDRUSH

Year 5 Parks

It has been wonderful to see how well the
children have been working together in Year 5.
They have shown great  enthusiasm,
cooperation and resilience when working with
their classmates, and it has been lovely to see
them supporting and encouraging one
another during lessons.

We have been working with numbers up to
1,000,000, developing our understanding of
place value and learning how to read and
write numbers up to one million.

The children have particularly impressed me
with their ability to explain their mathematical
thinking. Rather than simply finding an answer,
they have been encouraged to explain how
they know their answer is correct, using
examples, mathematical vocabulary and clear

reasoning.
000000
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Year 3 Attenborough

This week, Attenborough have been stepping back in time! We have been working hard to write
creative diary entries from the perspective of a Stone Age boy. The children did a wonderful job adding
powerful descriptions to bring their prehistoric adventures to life on the page. In maths, we have been
tackling challenging place value concepts. The children have shown fantastic perseverance when
finding 1, 10, and 100 more or less than a given number. We will keep practicing these skills in class fo

i3 sy
o

ensure everyone fully understands place value.

Home Learning Spotlight: TT Rockstarz!

Daily Practice: Please remember to log info Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRockstarz) daily. Regular
practice is the absolute best way to build mathematical confidence, quick recall, and earn points for

the class leaderboard!

Thank you for your confinued support!

Year 6 King

King Class linked their artistic and RE skills when learning about the Buddhist lotus flower and its
importance to the Buddhist faith. Click here to listen to the story.

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=dz9wFrKF7Q
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ARB-Curie

This week, some of the children in Curie Class have been exploring body parts and action verbs
through our class text, From Head fo Toe by Eric Carle.

The children enjoyed acting out a range of action verbs from the story, using different parts of their
bodies to copy movements such as kicking, clapping and jumping. They then worked hard to create
simple sentences using these action words, helping to develop their vocabulary and early literacy
skills.

To extend their learning, the children designed and made their own movable people using split pins.
By afttaching the arms and legs with split pins, they were able to move the limbs and demonstrate
different actions from the story. This practical activity helped the children make links between body
parts, movement and language in a fun and engaging way.

In Life Skills this week, the children have been exploring a wider range of fextures through sensory play
activities. Using yoghurt, the children created different mixtures, enjoying opportunities to touch, mix,
stir and investigate the changing textures.

For some children who find certain textures challenging, this provided a fun, low-pressure way to
begin exploring new sensory experiences. The activity encouraged curiosity, supported sensory
development and helped children build confidence when interacting with unfamiliar materials.

INVENTOR & MAKER OF THE WEEK
Michael Faraday

INVENTOR OF THE ELECTRIC MOTOR AND GENERATOR

Michael Faraday was born on September 22, 1791, in South London. His family didn't
have a lot of money, so he didn’t get the chance to go to school very much.

When he was 14, he became an apprentice to a bookbinder and bookseller. He read
a lot of books and also went to lectures on scientific topics. This sparked his interest
in science, especially electricity.

In his lifetime, he made many scientific discoveries and worked in a few different
scientific fields. However, he is best known for his work with
electricity and magnetism.

Specifically, Faraday discovered that when he moved a
magnet in and out of a coil of wire, an electric current was
produced. He used this discovery to build the first electric
dynamo, which led to the modern generator.

He is remembered as one of the greatest scientists in
history. Even Albert Einstein kept a picture of him
on his wall.
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OPAL continues at Crown lane this year aiming to have better and more creative

playtimes. This leads to children being more engaged in learning, improved

wellbeing, stronger social skills and a more positive school experience for everyone.

We Need Your Support!

A successful OPAL programme relies on the whole school community working

together. One of the most important ways families can help is by donating 'loose

parts'. These are everyday items that children can use creatively in their play, such as

pots, pans, tubing, crates, fabric, tyres, suitcases, guttering and many other safe,

reusable materials.

Play Means Getting Outdoors

An important part of OPAL is that children play outside in a wide range of weather

conditions. We want children to experience the joy of outdoor play, whatever the

weather. This means:

A Every child must come to school with a coat.

A In wetter months, wellies are strongly encouraged.

A Children should expect to get muddy, wet and dirty as part of their play
experiences.

Getting muddy is not a sign that children have had a bad day. Quite the opposite! It

is often a sign that they have been exploring, creating, experimenting and fully

engaging in rich play experiences.

Upcycled Loose Parts

Buggies and Prams Small World Toys

| e |l e

BakingPans  CakeMoulds Ice Cube Trays  Kitchen Tools Measuring Spoons Pots & Pans Strainers

w 0Wl 5 & "2 AR

Baskets Cable Spools  Cardboard Items Cones Containers  Corrugated Pipes Dress-Up Items

YR m=
Fabric Funnels

Old Electronics  Pool Noodles PVC Pipes

i ©< 7 h O,

Ropes Shovels & Spades  Sinks & Tubs Tarps Tires & Wheels  Wooden Planks




E-Safety

In our E-Safety section this week we are relooking at Discord. Discord is a hugely popular
communication platform where young people can chat, play games and join communities
built around shared interests. The guide here explores some of the risks that can come with
using it, including contact with strangers, inappropriate content, harassment and the
potential for gaming and socialising to become a distraction from everyday life. The guide
also offers practical advice for parents and educators, from using Discord’s Family Centre
and checking privacy settings to talking openly about suspicious behaviour and reviewing
spending controls. It also encourages families to agree on clear expectations around screen
time, helping young people enjoy the platform while making safer and more informed
choices online. Remember to check the website for more advice and guides to apps.

Develop gross motor
skills, hand/eye
coordination. Build
strength and agility.

Please sign up via
ParentPay

Learn a range of
gymnastic skills,
including
coordination, balance
and agility.

Please sign up via link
below

https://zlh-
studios.classforkid

.i0/info/39

Learn to play Piano,
Drums, Guitar/Ukuale or
learn to sing as a band

Please sign up via
ParentPay

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
Year 1 - 6 Tennis Years 1-6 - Year 3 - 6 Music School Football
Club Cheerleading Band Team
3:30-4:30pm 3.30-4.30pm 3:30-4:30pm 3.30-4.30pm

Cost £6 per session | Cost£7.50 per session Cost £4 per session Free

Aims to raise
footballing ability,
build character, train
leaders in a positive
and fun environment.

BY INVITATION
ONLY

Years 1-6 Steel
Pans
Cost 3.30-4.30pm
£4 per session
Commun Phoenix ity
Steelband's objectives
are fo provide
enjoyment and
increase confidence
when playing the steel
pans.
Please sign up via
ParentPay

Years 3-6 Library
Club
Cost 3.30-4.30pm
£4 per session
Enjoy our new library
with some group
reading sessions,
reading activities and
homework help.

Please sign up via
ParentPay

Years 1-6 Art Club
Cost 3.30-4.30pm
£4 per session
Art club gives children
the opportunity to
explore their creativity
in a fun and relaxed
environment.

Please sign up via
ParentPay

Years 1-4 Football
3.30-4.30pm
Cost £6 per session
Aims to raise
footballing ability and
build character in a
positive and fun
environment.
Please sign up via
ParentPay

Sporting Champs: After School Club 3.25pm-6.00pm

Afterschool Club: £16.00

Early Stay and Play 3.25-4.30pm - cost £9.00
Late Stay and Play 4.30-6.00pm - cost £11.00

To access Sporting Champs, your children need to be registered online via this link:

https://sportingchamps.classforkids.io/
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzlh-studios.classforkids.io%2Finfo%2F39&data=05%7C02%7Ccskeemer%40crownlaneschool.co.uk%7C6cda77fa71c94189798508dee249fd1b%7C2cd07944c1914e068942778a29854a13%7C0%7C0%7C639197004657433246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zml2uhlGwXyPHw%2BsxWA6%2Fz5Zie7bmUkzpRZl6NofEOg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsportingchamps.classforkids.io%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccskeemer%40crownlaneschool.co.uk%7Ce0274b31413343d6c42f08ddc2dc734b%7C2cd07944c1914e068942778a29854a13%7C0%7C0%7C638880974273491326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h6tEOPsZkS87CezmVVKhBlFNMpcorn%2BD4mZ7toDdtLA%3D&reserved=0

Mobile Phone Expectations

Mobile Phone Expectations for Year 5 & é

Building on the positive impact of our current approach to mobile phone use, we have
infroduced a clear and consistent expectation for pupils in Years 5 and 6. Pupils in Year 5 and Year
6 who independently walk to or from school may bring a basic ‘brick phone’ (non-smart, non-
internet-enabled device). These phones provide a simple way for children to stay in contact with
a trusted adult, without the risks associated with smartphones. As part of our school procedures, all
phones must be handed in at the start of the school day and will be securely stored, before being
returned to pupils at the end of the day. This ensures that devices are used appropriately and do
not interfere with learning or social time. This includes Smart wearables such as Smartwatches.

Why are we introducing this approach?

This policy is designed to support pupils’ wellbeing, safety, and focus. The benefits include:

Safer journeys to and from school while sfill allowing essential contact with family

Reduced distractions at the school gates and during the school day

Minimised risks linked to social media and online communication, including cyberbullying
Protection from inappropriate content and excessive screen time

Prevention of issues around photos or videos being taken without consent

Reduced risk of loss or theft of high-value devices

Encouragement of face-to-face interaction and positive social development

If you are unsure which type of phone is appropriate, we recommend the guidance from the
Smartphone  Free Childhood campaign, which includes suggested devices for
children: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives Those children who are escorted
to and from school do not need to bring in a mobile device. We appreciate your support in
helping us maintain a safe, calm, and focused environment for all pupils
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This week attendance champs are Year 1 Bolt Class!

The school attendance target is 95%. Everyday counts! N\ON\ENTs
A percentage of less than 90% means 20 days of lost MATTER' E
learning. That's 4 weeks of crucial knowledge and skills ATTENDANC
lost which will form gaps in the child's learning. COUNTS-
Class Merit of the week Reader of the Writer of the week
week
Bolt Hassan & Harris Karnelo Nylah
Rosen Taher & Zamirah Mustfa Amelia
Attenborough FliElyeelern & Isaac Yasein
Prabnoor
Seacole Abdurrqhmon & Malik Efi
Faiza
Parks Finley & Edgar Kassidy Nuriel
King Leen & Amin Bella Kimoya



https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/service.svc/s/GetFileAttachment?id=AAMkADYzYWIyNzgyLTg4NTYtNGI5OC1iZDZhLTY3ODY5OWNiNmMzZgBGAAAAAAC6XtPTsNvWR6X%2BsgwfS%2FaxBwAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAAEMAAAcQ3uL8E2LR6%2FytC5SExMuAAAAAALsAAABEgAQAOJuS7kO5TBFgw4jOYobDK0%3D&X-OWA-CANARY=nk2Bm69KPkS1ExTWwW5fLek1FpAIaNsI_vy2gqh1OtgAElwWlRYfljD2lnVsHCr_MDuDoZuo9u4.
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartphonefreechildhood.org%2Falternatives&data=05%7C02%7Cnmthompson%40crownlaneschool.co.uk%7C904b6115d0454d70d7c508dec2d73f3f%7C2cd07944c1914e068942778a29854a13%7C0%7C0%7C639162426967686731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1zyw0CSLOUCW9V53CFpcVbhor5ElrDVuDsXQloIl3Xg%3D&reserved=0

MAYOR OF LONDON

Dear families,

We are writing to let you know about a change to how the Government's Free
School Meals scheme is funded and what this means for your family.

What's not changing: all children attending a London state primary school
will continue to receive a free school lunch every day.

Sadig Khan will continue to fund Universal Free School Meals for London's
state primary schools for as long as he is the Mayor of London. This means
that if your child attends a London state primary school, they will continue to
receive a free school lunch every day.

What is changing: who can get government-funded Free School Meals.

The Government has expanded its Free School Meals scheme so that all children
in households receiving Universal Credit are now eligible, regardless of
household income.

What does this mean for you?

If your household receives Universal Credit, your council may already be checking
eligibility and registering children. If so, you don't need to do anything.

If you haven't heard from your school or council, please contact your school
before Thursday 15t October 2026 to make sure your child is registered for the
national Government's Free School Meals scheme. Your school may ask you to fill
out a form, or they may fill this out for you.

Why is this important?
Registering means:

1. Your child can continue receiving free meals for as long as they're eligible,
even after they leave primary school.

2. Your school may receive additional funding through Pupil Premium, worth
up to £1,550 per child, helping to support pupils who need it most. This
funding enables boroughs to invest in targeted support, including for those
with special educational needs and disabilities, mentoring, staff training,
breakfast clubs and after school clubs. It also helps parents access
turther support, including council grants to buy school uniforms.

Will my child receive free school means if | don’t register?

Yes, if your child attends a London primary state school, they will continue to
receive a free school meal every day. However, if you receive Universal Credit,
registering helps ensure that your child and school receive the full support
available to them.

Thank you for your support.

Yours sincerely,
Joanne McCartney
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loanne McCartney
Statutory Deputy Mayor / Deputy Mayor for Children and Families



ONLINE SAFETY ADVICE ,

UNDER 16s should

NOT use SMART phones.
Choose “dumb phones’ or
basic phones with

MONITOR whatyour ONLY OVER 16s limited features.
children are watching, ON SOCIAL MEDIA.

playing and communicating on. No TikTok, Instagram,
WhatsApp etc. for under 16s.

TURN ON broadbands filters &
provider filters for basic protection USE CONTROLS

from inappropriate websites. to limit chat functions,
manage privacy settings
SET SCREEN TIME LIMITS & control the content

Manage & control device usage of
your child inside & outside the house.

. KEEP PHONES OUT OF BEDROOMS

Charge phones/IPads in shared areas outside
bedroons for better sleep.

children can access.

ET an APP STORE PASSWORD ~ MONITOR your chlds

to restrict what children can download.  GROUPS & CHATS ‘&
Set an “open door’ policy.

DEVELOP DIGITAL RULES

for your family and review them
regularly.

TALK TO YOUR CHILD ENSURE OLDER SIBLINGS
REGULARLY know what shouldn’t be shgred

about their online life.

@ CHECK gaming family controls

(€ ensuring games are age-appropriate.
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““At Crown Lane

we start on time,
With friends and

fun and learning

prime!
So hurry through the
morning gate-




GOOD ATTENDANCE
MEANS....

Being in school at least 95% of the time...

ENTS

Péo“ﬂ“'i.

Equatesto...

90%

Below 90%

90% sounds good

but its actually over

There are

100 lessons 365 days

missed! of those days

in a calendar are NOT

R spent at school



At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

“SWhat{Parents &'Eucator.s Neediltolknow/about
wwv 5 =
DISCORD

Launched in 2015, and with over 90 million daily active users, Discord has become one of the main ways
gamers communicate - with text, voice, and video chat helping people connect around shared interests. (witha17+ app rating
WHAT ARE For many young people, Discord can be a useful way to talk with friends, join communities, and explore S
THE R'SKS? hobbies. However, like any online platform built around communication, it also carries risks around
strangers, inappropriate content, spending money, and time spent online. This guide looks at what parents

and educators need to know. !
ACHANNELFOR B A HARASSMENT Risk @&
EVERYTH,NG There is also a risk from people a young person

A . . 2 already knows in the real world. Bullying in the
While Discord is strongly associated , real world can continue online, and Discord
with video games, it also hosts communities for servers can make this feel more intimidating,

almost anythil:\g you can imagine, such as ) pecially if uses anony or

‘ books, music, influencers, cooking and sport. multiple accounts to carry out threatening
SQme large servers focus on popular games like behaviours. Because Discord works across
Minecraft or Fortnite, but many are private, computers, phones, and gaming consoles,
invite-only spaces where friends or unwanted contact can follow young people into
communities with shared interests can chat online spaces that should feel safe and private.

across ph and gaming

consoles.

REAL-LIFE DISTRACTION pm <\ CONTENT

Like many social platforms, Discord can .- This huge amount of choice can help

become areal time-sink. Although it does » young people “find their tribe”, especially when

notrely on endless scrolling in the same way . ¢ ", they have niche interests. However, because

as some apps, constant messages, group ¢ users can create servers around almost any

chats, and voice channels can keep young topic, younger users may still encounter

people engaged for long periods, especially in unsuitable or distressing content. Even in

larger servers. As Discord is closely linked to spaces linked to child-friendly games, Discord

gaming, it may also increase the time they cannot directly control every conversation,

spend playing games. image, or video shared by other users. & {

N —
= R e

STRANGER DANGER < AMONEYDRAIN = 4 &

(N
Users can choose to stay within private s 4. g
servers with only people they know, but = Discord is free to use, but users can still o
joining public servers will most likely bring them / spend real-world money on it. This may
into contact with strangers. Many users are just include Discord ‘Nitro’, a monthly subscription
friendly enthusiasts, yet others could have that unlocks customisation features and larger
harmful , including gr ing, media uploads, or p gh the ‘Shop’
extortion, or radicalisation. In these types of for profile cosmetics and game-related items.
environments, anyone can claim to be another Small purchases can add up quickly, especially
teenager, which can make it harder for young if spending controls are not in place.

people to judge who is safe to talk to. S
o QU
\J

Y
> Advice §or Parents & Educators
USE FAM".Y CENTRE rﬁﬂ (&8 ap—— MANAéE TIME ONLINE

=
Parents and carers should make use of Discord'’s ‘Family Centre’, Agree clear expectations around when and how Discord can be used, especially
which gives an overview of a younger user’s activity while respecting $ during homework, bedtime, and family time. Encourage young people to turn off
their privacy. Messages are not shared, but adults can view an activity feed unnecessary notifications and leave servers that feel overwhelming. If Discord is
and receive weekly email summaries. Discord says this is designed to support mainly used alongside gaming, discuss healthy limits for both activities so that
conversations about online behaviour, rather than be about constant monitoring. schoolwork, sleep, and offline friendships are not affected.

— V. - ‘ ] -, S, L .

CHECK, TALK, REPORT REVIEW SPENDING CONTROLS

of

Review Discord’s privacy settings together, including who can send them Talk openly about paid features such as Discord Nitro, profile cosmetics, and &“
friend requests or private messages. Use this as a chance to talk to them in-game purchases. Make sure the young people in your care understand that
about strangers, privacy, and personal information, making sure young people digital items still cost real money. Check payment settings on the device they use,

Ll i and

know to question susp ir, such as requests to keep conver avoid storing card details where p adding app!
secret. Show them how to block and report these kinds of users and reassure them requirements for purchases, particularly for younger or more impulsive users.
that asking for help will not get them into trouble.

B\
Meet Qur Expert

Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who “

has written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom’s Guide, e NCItiOI"ICII
\ﬂednes dag College’

The Evening Standard, and The New Statesman.

See full referencellistonlounwebsite;
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